
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 15, 2021  
The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 
 We have all noticed the increasing number of children and young families here at Our Lady of the 
Rosary. Praise God for this beautiful sign of growth in our parish. In consultation with the Pastoral Council, it 
has become clear that our parish needs to place a new focus on ministering to the young Church in our midst.  
 I am pleased to welcome to our parish staff Monika Minehart, who will serve as the Director of Youth 
Ministry and Religious Formation for our parish. I am very excited about the energy and ideas that she is 
already bringing to this new position; and I look forward to working with her in ministry to our young 
parishioners.  
 Monika will be speaking at the end of all the weekend Masses on the next two weekends; and I invite 
you to read her introduction below. 
         To Jesus through Mary, 

   
         Fr. Jonathan Hemelt 
         jhemelt@arch-no.org 
 

********************************* 
 
 Blessings to you, parishioners of Our Lady of the Rosary! I am overjoyed at the opportunity to serve you 
and your families as we grow in our knowledge of Catholicism and love of God. This past year has brought 
many challenges and required great patience for all of us raising children. It has also grown increasingly clear 
that it is essential that our children know Christ on a personal level to help them face whatever may come their 
way both now and in adulthood.  
 A little bit about me: I grew up in a small town in Ohio with my parents and older sister. I attended a 
Catholic school but it wasn't until I became involved in my youth group in high school that I began to desire a 
relationship with God and started to understand the teachings of the Church in a new and profound way. I 
attended The University of Michigan for my BA in English and Early Christian Studies where I studied the Old 
and New Testament and Biblical languages. From there, I furthered my studies at The University of Chicago 
Divinity School focusing on Biblical Greek. Following my education, I began work in Religious Education in 
the Church, and my husband began his service in the Marine Corps which has brought us here to New Orleans. 
We have four children (10, 8, 5 and 3) and are right there with you in the thick of raising kids in these unusual 
times.  
 I want you to each know that I am here for you with any questions about our faith you may have 
throughout the year and most importantly, know that I am praying for you and your families. 
 
         In Christ,  
         Monika Minehart  
         youth@olr-nola.org   
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Our Lady of the Rosary  
Faith Formation 2021-22 

 
 
Start Date   Ministry    
   
 
September 15th   Parish School of Religion - Grades 1-8 
    https://olr-nola.org/psr 
 
September 16th   RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
    https://olr-nola.org/rcia 
 
October 10th   Confirmation - 11th Grade  
    https://olr-nola.org/confirmation-preparation 
 
October 17th   Middle School Youth Ministry – Grades 5-8 
    https://olr-nola.org/middle-school-youth-ministry 
 
 
  

Registrations available online!  
Questions? Email Monika Minehart at youth@olr-nola.org 

 
 

 
 

 


